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THE SUMMER SOLSTICE IS THE OLDEST HOLIDAY MOST
OF US HAVE NEVER CELEBRATED.

Long before calendars hung on kitchen walls, people watched the
sky. They noticed the lengthening days, the warming earth, and the
sun climbing higher each morning. And when the longest day finally
arrived, they gathered.

Across Europe, bonfires crowned hil l tops. In northern lands, people
danced through the brief darkness. Farmers marked the turning of
the season. Families and neighbors came together beneath open
skies to share food, music, and stories.

Where there were gatherings, there were stories.

The solstice reminded people that they l ived within a larger cycle.
Spring’s promise had become summer’s abundance. The seeds had
taken root. The world was alive with possibil i ty. It  was a time to
celebrate what had been gained and to imagine what might yet
come.

Stories served much the same purpose. Around fires and feast
tables, people shared memories, lessons, hopes, and dreams. They
reminded one another where they had come from and where they
hoped to go. The longest day became more than a measure of
sunlight. It  became a moment to gather, reflect, and reconnect.

Today, few of us keep watch for the solstice as our ancestors did.
Yet the instinct remains. We sti l l  seek one another out in the warmth
of summer. We sti l l  gather on porches, at campfires, and beneath
evening skies. And we sti l l  tell  stories.

Perhaps that is because stories, l ike the sun itself, are a kind of
l ight. They help us see one another more clearly. They i l luminate the
paths behind us and the roads sti l l  ahead.

As summer begins, may your days be long, your evenings pleasant,
and your stories plentiful.

— Quinn Golden
President, NHSA

S O U H EG A N  STO RY T E L L I N G  G U I L D  
1 ST  T U E S DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  7 – 8 : 3 0 P M

A M H E RST  TOW N  L I B R A RY  
C O N TACT: R I C H A R D  H A RT
R I C H H A RT 4 9 @ G M A I L . C O M

C E N T R A L  N H  STO RY T E L L I N G  G U I L D  
2 N D  SAT U R DAY  O F  E AC H  M O N T H  1 : 0 0 - 3 : 0 0 P M
H O RS E S H O E  P O N D  P L AC E  S E N I O R  C E N T E R ,

C O N TACT: RU T H  N I V E N  -
RU T H N I V E N @ H OT M A I L . C O M

T H E  A RT  O F  C R E AT I V E  E X P R E S S I O N S  
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T H E R E SA K I P P @ C N T R E S. C O M
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I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T  A  W R I T T E N  A R T I C L E  O R

S T O R Y  T O  N H S A  F O R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  O U R  F E A T U R E D
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C O N T A C T  T H E R E S A K I P P @ C N T R E S . C O M

N H S A  F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A  W R I T T E N  P I E C E  T H A T  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  T H E  M O N T H L Y
F E A T U R E D  A R T I C L E  I N  T H E  N H S A  N E W S L E T T E R ,  S E N D  Y O U R  S U B M I S S I O N S

( 6 5 0  + / -  W O R D S  W I T H  P H O T O )
T O :  T H E R E S A K I P P @ C N T R E S . C O M  

    

If you have the good fortune to hear Papa Joe Gaudet, tell stories, it may seem as though he has stepped right out
of a storybook to remind you of life's magic. With his animated storytelling style, he draws you into each narrative,
making you feel as though you’ve become a part of the story itself.

                  "The term 'storyteller' is overused and misused, but if you want to know what storytelling 
                    is in the truest sense, the classic sense, the historic sense, just listen to Papa Joe.[1]”.

Starting from Barrington, NH, he has spent his lifetime traveling and sharing stories in every direction—coast to
coast, north to south, and east to west, both within the country and abroad. No matter where he goes, he always
has a story to tell. His storytelling style is just as diverse as his travels, adapting to the various audiences he
encounters. His vast repertoire showcases an eclectic storytelling approach that ranges from the tales his mother
told him during his childhood to a more interactive mode in which he plays the baroque tenor recorder while
narrating his stories. 

This collective style primarily categorizes him as a folk or oral tradition storyteller, similar to an itinerant seanchaí.
His storytelling also incorporates elements of personal narrative, blending his own life experiences and travels
with the wisdom typically found in the teachings of a mentor or griot. There is something ancient within him, a
memory of the fire circle before stages ever existed.

While defining technique, style, and subject matter can be useful for 
marketing, Papa Joe is best defined by his presence. He does not simply 
step onto the stage with a "Once Upon a Time," but rather transports you 
instantly into the story, where time knows no boundaries, fantasy becomes 
your grounding rod, and Papa Joe is your guide.

Further information at:
http://papajoestorytelling.com/

References:
[1] "Meet Raconteur Papa Joe Gaudet," New Hampshire Magazine — nhmagazine.com/meet-raconteur-Papa-Joe-Gaudet.
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Storytelling News...

A N N U A L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  E V E N T S

A L L  D A Y  1 S T  S A T  I N  M A Y  G R A N I T E  S T A T E  S T O R Y  S W A P
A  F E A T U R E D  S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  P L U S  C O N C E R T  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R S  S I T T I N G  A R O U N D  A N D  S W A P P I N G  S T O R I E S  A L L  D A Y .  

S O M E T I M E  B E F O R E  T H A N K S G I V I N G  T E L L A B R A T I O N !   T M

A  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  H E L D  A L L  O V E R  T H E  U S  A N D  M U C H  O F  T H E  W O R L D .  L O C A L L Y  I N  C O N C O R D ,  N H  A N D  O N  T H E  S E A C O A S T

L A S T  W E E K E N D  I N  M A R C H  -  S H A R I N G  T H E  F I R E
A  T H R E E - D A Y  F E S T I V A L  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  W O R K S H O P S ,  S T O R Y  S W A P S ,  C O N C E R T S  A N D  C O N T E S T S  F E A T U R I N G  A  W E L L - K N O W N

S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  A N D  C O N C E R T .  S E E  H T T P S : / / W W W . N E S T O R Y T E L L I N G . O R G /  F O R  D E T A I L S .
 

Hear Ye, 
Hear Ye

Calling All
Tellers of
Tales...

CENTRAL NH STORYTELLING GUILD 
2ND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 1:00-3:00PM 
HORSESHOE POND PLACE SENIOR CENTER, 

CONTACT: RUTH NIVEN -RUTHNIVEN@HOTMAIL.COM

Treasurer’s Note:

The New Hampshire Storytelling Alliance has
recently transitioned to a new bank.
If you are sending a membership renewal,
donation, or other payment, please make your
check payable to New Hampshire Storytelling
Alliance or NH Storytelling Alliance. Either name
will be accepted.

Thank you for your continued support!

http://nhstorytelling.org/granite-state-story-swap-2024
https://www.nestorytelling.org/
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