
NEWSLETTER
MAY 2026

 S T O R Y T E L L I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

NEW HAMPSHIRE STORYTELLING ALLIANCE 
PO BOX 202 FRANKLIN, NH 03235
HTTP://NHSTORYTELLING.ORG/

T H E R E  I S  S O M E T H I N G  A N C I E N T  A B O U T  T H E
F I RST  LO N G  E V E N I N G S  O F  T H E  Y E A R .

A f t e r  m o n t h s  s p e n t  i n d o o r s ,  p e o p l e  d r i f t  b a c k  o u t s i d e — t o
p o r c h e s ,  c a m p f i r e s ,  v i l l a g e  g r e e n s ,  a n d  p i c n i c  t a b l e s . A c r o s s
c u l t u r e s  a n d  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  s u m m e r  h a s  b e e n
m a r ke d  by  g a t h e r i n g  t o g e t h e r  b e n e a t h  o p e n  s k i e s . A n d
w h e r eve r  p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d ,  s t o r i e s  fo l l o w e d .

S t o r i e s  h ave  a l way s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  way s  w e  ke e p  m e m o r y
a l i ve . A r o u n d  f i r e s  a n d  s h a r e d  t a b l e s ,  p e o p l e  r e t o l d  t h e
a d ve n t u r e s  o f  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  r e m e m b e r e d  t h o s e  n o  l o n g e r  w i t h
t h e m ,  l a u g h e d  o ve r  fa m i l i a r  fa m i l y  t a l e s ,  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e
n a m e s  a n d  h i s t o r i e s  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  f r o m  o n e  g e n e r a t i o n  t o
t h e  n ex t . L o n g  b e fo r e  h i s t o r y  b o o k s ,  m e m o r y  l i ve d  i n  t h e
s p o ke n  w o r d .

T h e r e  i s  a  d i f fe r e n t  fe e l i n g  t o  s t o r i e s  t o l d  i n  s u m m e r. T h e
c i r c l e  w i d e n s . Vo i c e s  c a r r y  fa r t h e r  i n  t h e  eve n i n g  a i r.
C h i l d r e n  s t ay  awa ke  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  t o  l i s t e n . T h e  o l d  s t o r i e s
r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  s e a s o n  i t s e l f ,  l i ke  l i g h t n i n g  b u g s  a p p e a r i n g  a t
d u s k  o r  s m o ke  r i s i n g  f r o m  a  d i s t a n t  f i r e .

Pe r h a p s  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  w hy  s t o r y t e l l i n g  s t i l l  m a t t e r s . A  s t o r y
s p o ke n  a l o u d  c a r r i e s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  i n fo r m a t i o n . I t
c a r r i e s  v o i c e ,  p e r s o n a l i t y,  wa r m t h ,  a n d  p r e s e n c e . Fo r  a  l i t t l e
w h i l e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e  s t o r y  l i ve  a g a i n  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f
t h o s e  l i s t e n i n g .

A s  s u m m e r  b e g i n s ,  m ay  w e  a l l  f i n d  t i m e  t o  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r,
l i s t e n  c l o s e l y,  a n d  ke e p  t h e  s t o r i e s  a l i ve .

—  Q u i n n  G o l d e n
P r e s i d e n t ,  N H S A

S O U H EG A N  STO RY T E L L I N G  G U I L D  
1 ST  T U E S DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  7 – 8 : 3 0 P M

A M H E RST  TOW N  L I B R A RY  
C O N TACT: R I C H A R D  H A RT
R I C H H A RT 4 9 @ G M A I L . C O M

C E N T R A L  N H  STO RY T E L L I N G  G U I L D  
2 N D  SAT U R DAY  O F  E AC H  M O N T H  1 : 0 0 - 3 : 0 0 P M
H O RS E S H O E  P O N D  P L AC E  S E N I O R  C E N T E R ,

C O N TACT: RU T H  N I V E N  -
RU T H N I V E N @ H OT M A I L . C O M

T H E  A RT  O F  C R E AT I V E  E X P R E S S I O N S  
2 N D  M O N DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  6 : 3 0  –  8 : 3 0 P M

  K I T T E RY  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R  
C O N TACT: T E R E  K I P P -

T H E R E SA K I P P @ C N T R E S. C O M

TA M W I C H  P E R FO R M E RS  C I RC L E
2 N D  T U E S DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  7 P M

TA M WO RT H  TOW N  H O U S E
C O N TACT: V I C K Y  DWO R K I N V I C K Y.

@ V I C K Y. DWO R K I N @ G M A I L . C O M

S O U T H E R N  N H  STO RY T E L L I N G  G U I L D
3 R D  T U E S DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  7 : 0 0 P M  –  8 : 5 0 P M

N AS H UA  P U B L I C  L I B R A RY  ( LOW E R  L E V E L ) ,
C O N TACT: K E L L I  W H I T E -  D RU M E R A H @ YA H O O.

C O M M O N A D N O C K  STO RY  C I RC L E  
C O N TACT  S E BAST I A N  LO C K WO O D

S E BAST I A N LO C K WO O D 8 8 @ G M A I L . C O M

S E AC OAST  STO RY T E L L E RS  G U I L D
4 T H  T U E S DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H  O F  

E X E T E R  L I B R A RY  6 : 3 0  -  8 P M
C O N TACT  BA R BA R A  PAST E R  -

F RO N TST R E E T M A M A 9 @ G M A I L . C O M

T RU E  TA L E S  L I V E  1 ST  A N D  4 T H  T U E S DAY  O F
T H E  M O N T H  6 : 3 0  –  8 : 3 0  P M  F I RST  T U E S DAY  -
WO R KS H O P,  FO RT H  T U E S DAY  P E R FO R M A N C E

C O N TACT: H T T P : / / T RU E TA L E S L I V E N H . O RG



I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T  A  W R I T T E N  A R T I C L E  O R

S T O R Y  T O  N H S A  F O R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  O U R  F E A T U R E D

A R T I C L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H  I N  T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  P L E A S E

C O N T A C T  T H E R E S A K I P P @ C N T R E S . C O M

A native of Brazil,  Rocha offers a unique blend of verbal storytell ing and mime, which he has showcased in 16
countries across six continents. His tenor voice, remarkable sound effects, and expressive physicality
transport audiences through folktales from his homeland, entertaining characters in outrageous situations,
and mime il lusions of breathtaking precision. Watching him perform is l ike witnessing two art forms merge into
one seamless, captivating experience. 

The New Hampshire Storytell ing All iance is grateful to Antonio for sharing his extraordinary artistry with our
community and to all  who joined us to appreciate the stories. Events l ike this remind us why we gather, why
we listen, and why storytell ing endures. 

Stay connected with the NHSA for upcoming events and opportunities to experience the l iving art of
storytell ing.

N E W S L E T T E R  M A Y  2 0 2 6

N H S A  F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A  W R I T T E N  P I E C E  T H A T  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  T H E  M O N T H L Y
F E A T U R E D  A R T I C L E  I N  T H E  N H S A  N E W S L E T T E R ,  S E N D  Y O U R  S U B M I S S I O N S

( 6 5 0  + / -  W O R D S  W I T H  P H O T O )
T O :  T H E R E S A K I P P @ C N T R E S . C O M  

    

GRAN I TE  STATE  STORY  SWAP
WELCOMES  A  MASTER :  

ANTON I O  ROCHA  
The New Hampshire Storytell ing All iance (NHSA) held its annual
Granite State Story Swap at the Benz Community Center in Center
Sandwich, NH, on May 2, 2026. The day was everything a gathering of
story enthusiasts could hope for—warm, vibrant, and fi l led with the
kind of magic that only l ive storytell ing can create. The highlight of the
event was keynote speaker Antonio Rocha, a performer whose talents
left everyone spellbound. This was truly an event to remember.
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Storytelling News...

A N N U A L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  E V E N T S

A L L  D A Y  1 S T  S A T  I N  M A Y  G R A N I T E  S T A T E  S T O R Y  S W A P
A  F E A T U R E D  S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  P L U S  C O N C E R T  A N D  S T O R Y T E L L E R S  S I T T I N G  A R O U N D  A N D  S W A P P I N G  S T O R I E S  A L L  D A Y .  

S O M E T I M E  B E F O R E  T H A N K S G I V I N G  T E L L A B R A T I O N !   T M

A  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  H E L D  A L L  O V E R  T H E  U S  A N D  M U C H  O F  T H E  W O R L D .  L O C A L L Y  I N  C O N C O R D ,  N H  A N D  O N  T H E  S E A C O A S T

L A S T  W E E K E N D  I N  M A R C H  -  S H A R I N G  T H E  F I R E
A  T H R E E - D A Y  F E S T I V A L  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  W O R K S H O P S ,  S T O R Y  S W A P S ,  C O N C E R T S  A N D  C O N T E S T S  F E A T U R I N G  A  W E L L - K N O W N

S T O R Y T E L L E R ’ S  K E Y N O T E  A N D  C O N C E R T .  S E E  H T T P S : / / W W W . N E S T O R Y T E L L I N G . O R G /  F O R  D E T A I L S .
 

Hear Ye, 
Hear Ye

Calling All
Tellers of
Tales...

http://nhstorytelling.org/granite-state-story-swap-2024
https://www.nestorytelling.org/
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	THERE IS SOMETHING ANCIENT ABOUT THE FIRST LONG EVENINGS OF THE YEAR.
	After months spent indoors, people drift back outside—to porches, campfires, village greens, and picnic tables. Across cultures and centuries, the coming of summer has been marked by gathering together beneath open skies. And wherever people gathered, stories followed.
	Stories have always been one of the ways we keep memory alive. Around fires and shared tables, people retold the adventures of old friends, remembered those no longer with them, laughed over familiar family tales, and passed the names and histories of a community from one generation to the next. Long before history books, memory lived in the spoken word.
	There is a different feeling to stories told in summer. The circle widens. Voices carry farther in the evening air. Children stay awake a little later to listen. The old stories return with the season itself, like lightning bugs appearing at dusk or smoke rising from a distant fire.
	Perhaps that is part of why storytelling still matters. A story spoken aloud carries something more than information. It carries voice, personality, warmth, and presence. For a little while, the people within the story live again in the minds of those listening.
	As summer begins, may we all find time to gather together, listen closely, and keep the stories alive.
	— Quinn Golden President, NHSA
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	GRANITE STATE STORY SWAP WELCOMES A MASTER:  ANTONIO ROCHA
	The New Hampshire Storytelling Alliance (NHSA) held its annual Granite State Story Swap at the Benz Community Center in Center Sandwich, NH, on May 2, 2026. The day was everything a gathering of story enthusiasts could hope for—warm, vibrant, and filled with the kind of magic that only live storytelling can create. The highlight of the event was keynote speaker Antonio Rocha, a performer whose talents left everyone spellbound. This was truly an event to remember.
	A native of Brazil, Rocha offers a unique blend of verbal storytelling and mime, which he has showcased in 16 countries across six continents. His tenor voice, remarkable sound effects, and expressive physicality transport audiences through folktales from his homeland, entertaining characters in outrageous situations, and mime illusions of breathtaking precision. Watching him perform is like witnessing two art forms merge into one seamless, captivating experience.
	The New Hampshire Storytelling Alliance is grateful to Antonio for sharing his extraordinary artistry with our community and to all who joined us to appreciate the stories. Events like this remind us why we gather, why we listen, and why storytelling endures.
	Stay connected with the NHSA for upcoming events and opportunities to experience the living art of storytelling.
	NHSA FEATURE ARTICLE
	IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN ARTICLE OR STORY TO NHSA FOR CONSIDERATION OF OUR FEATURED ARTICLE OF THE MONTH IN THE NEWSLETTER PLEASE CONTACT THERESAKIPP@CNTRES.COM
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