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Where Story Bridges Community

Souhegan Storytelling Guild

THERE IS SOMETHING ANCIENT ABOUT THE
FIRST LONG EVENINGS OF THE YEAR.

After months spent indoors, people drift back outside—to
porches, campfires, village greens, and picnic tables. Across
cultures and centuries, the coming of summer has been
marked by gathering together beneath open skies. And
wherever people gathered, stories followed.

Stories have always been one of the ways we keep memory
alive. Around fires and shared tables, people retold the
adventures of old friends, remembered those no longer with
them, laughed over familiar family tales, and passed the
names and histories of a community from one generation to
the next. Long before history books, memory lived in the
spoken word.

There is a different feeling to stories told in summer. The
circle widens. Voices carry farther in the evening air.
Children stay awake a little later to listen. The old stories
return with the season itself, like lightning bugs appearing at
dusk or smoke rising from a distant fire.

Perhaps that is part of why storytelling still matters. A story
spoken aloud carries something more than information. It
carries voice, personality, warmth, and presence. For a little
while, the people within the story live again in the minds of
those listening.

As summer begins, may we all find time to gather together,
listen closely, and keep the stories alive.

— Quinn Golden
President, NHSA

Southern NH Storytelling Guild
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GRANITE STATE STORY SWAP
WELCOMES A MASTER:

ANTONIOC ROCHA

The New Hampshire Storytelling Alliance (NHSA) held its annual
Granite State Story Swap at the Benz Community Center in Center
Sandwich, NH, on May 2, 2026. The day was everything a gathering of
story enthusiasts could hope for—warm, vibrant, and filled with the
kind of magic that only live storytelling can create. The highlight of the
event was keynote speaker Antonio Rocha, a performer whose talents
left everyone spellbound. This was truly an event to remember.

A native of Brazil, Rocha offers a unique blend of verbal storytelling and mime, which he has showcased in 16
countries across six continents. His tenor voice, remarkable sound effects, and expressive physicality
transport audiences through folktales from his homeland, entertaining characters in outrageous situations,
and mime illusions of breathtaking precision. Watching him perform is like witnessing two art forms merge into
one seamless, captivating experience.

The New Hampshire Storytelling Alliance is grateful to Antonio for sharing his extraordinary artistry with our
community and to all who joined us to appreciate the stories. Events like this remind us why we gather, why
we listen, and why storytelling endures.

Stay connected with the NHSA for upcoming events and opportunities to experience the living art of
storytelling.

NHSA FEATURE ARTICLE

IF YOU HAVE A WRITTEN PIECE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE CONSIDERED AS THE MONTHLY
FEATURED ARTICLE IN THE NHSA NEWSLETTER, SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS
(650 +/- WORDS WITH PHOTO)
TO: THERESAKIPP@CNTRES.COM
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WHERE WE COME FROM
& WHERE WE ARE GOING

‘RTOR\’ TELLING
FESTIVAL

\\} SEPTEMBER 11 & 12,2026,

a . Storytellers! Poets! Musicians! Mimes! (etc.)
e Come share your work in an informal, attentive
Call fOl‘ Tellers environment. Listeners welcome.

& workshop proposals ond Tues days at 71)111

Teller Submission Form
& Festival FAQ (4/14’ 5/12’ 6/9’ 7/14)
Tanmworth Townhouse
g‘):juth ' 27 Cleveland Hill Rd., Tamworth
Fulten For more info: vicky.dworkin@gmail.com

ANNUAL STORYTELLING EVENTS

ALL DAY 1ST SAT IN MAY GRANITE STATE STORY SWAP
A FEATURED STORYTELLER’S KEYNOTE PLUS CONCERT AND STORYTELLERS SITTING AROUND AND SWAPPING STORIES ALL DAY.

SOMETIME BEFORE THANKSGIVING TELLABRATION!™
A CELEBRATION OF STORYTELLING HELD ALL OVER THE US AND MUCH OF THE WORLD. LOCALLY IN CONCORD, NH AND ON THE SEACOAST

LAST WEEKEND IN MARCH - SHARING THE FIRE
A THREE-DAY FESTIVAL OF STORYTELLING WORKSHOPS, STORY SWAPS, CONCERTS AND CONTESTS FEATURING A WELL-KNOWN
STORYTELLER’S KEYNOTE AND CONCERT. SEE HTTPS://WWW.NESTORYTELLING.ORG/ FOR DETAILS.


http://nhstorytelling.org/granite-state-story-swap-2024
https://www.nestorytelling.org/
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